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THE AUTHOR OF "ROBERT ELSMERE" ON
A NEW REFORMATION l

MRS. WARD, in the Nineteenth Century, develops
with warmth and force the theme and serious purpose
of Robert Elsmere; and she does so, using the same
literary method which she used, certainly with effect,
in the story itself. Every age has its congenial fashion
of discussing the great questions which affect, or seem
to affect, the fate of mankind. According to the
time and its circumstances, it is a Summa Theologiae,
or a Divina Commedia, or a Novum Organum, or a
Calvin's Institutes, or a Locke On the Understanding,
or an Encyclopedia, or a Candide, which sets people
thinking more than usual and comparing their
thoughts. Long ago in the history of human ques-
tioning, Plato and Cicero discovered the advantages
over dry argument of character and easy debate, and
so much of story as clothed abstractions and hard
notions with human life and affections. It is a
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